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Play is critical to children's development. When kids 
play, they grow the skills they need to thrive in 
school and throughout their lives. Play wires a 
child's brain - in a positive and permanent way. 

The reality is that play time is declining. Studies show 
that children growing up these days play eight hours 
less per week on average than children did in the 
1980s. Less play means less learning. 

The impact is especially profound for children in 
low-income households. Compounded by disparities 
in education, health and socio-economics, the lack 
of play widens the achievement gap for low-income 
children - especially families facing financial barriers 
and other adversities. Missing out on play time also 
means less access to a proven antidote for the "toxic 
stress" that affects many children growing up in 
difficult environments. 

At Minnesota Children's Museum, we want to 
provide access to playful learning experiences for all 
families, regardless of income. The museum provides 
free or subsidized access to creative learning and 

interactive play through the Play for All program, in 
order to make play time at the museum a reality for 
the children in our community who are most at risk 
of health, educational and other disparities. 

With your support, we hope to provide free 
scholarship memberships to 5,000 families living 
below 130% of the poverty level through the 

Play for All program this year. We also work in 
partnerships with the seven county metro area 
Head Start programs and (St. Paul and Minneapolis) 
Early Childhood Family Education to host special 
events that provide a safe, welcoming introduction 
to the museum. 

Proceeds from the MCM 500 event will support the 
scholarship memberships and family programing. 
Help us bring playful learning into the lives of the 
children and families in our communities who are 
most in need of the opportunity to come and play at 
the museum! 









Ready,
Set,
PLAY!
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